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“Heroines of the Space, a book by Carmen Alonso is a brilliant 
theoretical and historical synthesis that relies on research 
published in several languages, as well as a great deal of 
primary research. Her text is the only comprehensive effort 
known to the jury that stands a chance of truly helping re-write 
the history of Modern Architecture in the 20th century. It is 
also feminist scholarship at its best. One third of the book is a 
theoretical overview of the development of women's roles from 
traditional societies to the beginning of modernity in Europe. 
The remaining two thirds are monographic analyses of the 
work of Eileen Gray, Lilly Reich, Margarete Schütte-Lihotzky 
and Charlotte Perriand. Though one may think everything 
there was to be known about them is available; Alonso's 
analysis reveals new aspects of their work, seen in the context 
of their contemporaries' production. Although this book is 
intended for a Spanish-reading audience, large in the world in 
terms of numbers of speakers, the jury recommends this book 
for English translation. There is simply no other text that 
approximates the breath and depth of her analysis on the 
topic, and no other known that could be so readily embraced 
as a textbook for course work in the history of Modern 
Architecture. It is very readable, engaging and thought 
provoking -- full of first-rate, original insights”. 
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